
Exam Briefing

Upcoming exams and all your QMUL 
JP exams 
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Why do exams?
• For you…
– To reinforce learning
– Test – learn – test – learn 
– You know how your studies are progressing
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Why do exams?
• For us
– We know how you are doing
– So we can award you the appropriate degree 

classification based on your performance – 1st, 
2:1, 2:2, 3rd, Fail

– We know if our teaching is achieving its aims
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“I have done many exams before… so it is 
just as important as before…right?” 
• NO!
• It is more important….because…..A doctor needs 

to have a minimum level of knowledge to be….. 
• Competent
• Safe
• A successful and reliable doctor
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The exam process
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Before the exam
• GO TO THE WC!
• Do not enter the room

– Until you are told to
• Check the seating plan outside

– Remember your desk number
• Enter when you are told it is fine to do so

– Empty pockets and leave your possessions at the front
– Leave phones ON SILENT in your bags at the front
– Collect what you need for the exam
– SIT quietly in your seat
– DO NOT START reading the exam papers yet
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Entering the room - Before the exam starts
• DO NOT talk to other students
• Put your ID cards on the desk
• Put your writing materials on the desk
• WAIT
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At the start of the exam 
• “You are now under examination conditions”
– When the invigilator says this, you are about to start 

the exam
• Listen for any special announcements at the start 

and during the exam
• WAIT – until the invigilator says you can begin
• Then you can start your exam AND fill in your 

student details…
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During the exam
• To attract the attention of the invigilator
– Raise your hand:
– If you have any question or query 
– if there is something you are unsure about, 
– if you want to leave early (BUT NOT first or last 30 

minutes)
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During the exam
• YOU CAN NOT LEAVE
– First or last 30 minutes

• You are NOT allowed to leave for any reason 
UNLESS the invigilator says you can

• You CAN NOT remove any papers from the room at 
ANY time

• You are NOT normally allowed to go to the WC 
UNLESS you have a medical condition.
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At the END of the exam
• You will be told the time remaining in the 

exam.
• When the exam is finished you will be told 

“Stop writing now”
– You must stop now – carrying on writing is an 

assessment offence
• WAIT in your seat for further instructions
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At the END of the exam
• Remain silent
• The invigilator will give you instructions as to how they will collect 

up the papers
– Listen carefully and help by preparing your papers to be collected

• WHEN ALL papers have been collected, the invigilator will tell you
– “You can now leave”

• GO to the front and pick up your bags and possessions and leave
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Cheating in exams
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Cheating in exams
• DO NOT CHEAT.  Why?
• YOU let your class mates down
• YOU let your lecturers down
• You will get caught.  It is a habit, once you start, it is 

hard to stop
• You raise the question as to your “fitness to practice”
– If you cheat in exams, why would you not cheat your 

patients? 
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What happens if you get caught 
cheating?

• Details of incident are recorded
• Exam board chair will write to you…. 
• You are asked to respond to the allegation
• A special college panel (i.e. no one from the JP) will 

look at the case
– If the allegation is upheld you will receive a penalty

• DO NOT gamble on a light penalty
– Note on your student record of cheating
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Harmonised Penalties

• Penalties from NCU and QMUL are taken from 
the same list of penalties

• NO soft touch!!!
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Harmonised Penalties
1. A formal warning
2. A mark of 0 but you may resit with no cap
3. A mark of 0 but you may resit with your mark capped to 

40% IF you pass
4. The overall degree classification reduced by one grade

with an explanation to be provided as to why on your transcript 
5. Recommendation to the JP Steering Committee that you 

should be expelled from the two universities.

Whichever penalty – record of the offence will go on your 
student file
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EXAM GUIDELINES
• NOTHING is allowed in your pockets or on your person
– Anything electronic e.g. phone, ipod, internet watch, any 

communication device, laptop, ipad
– Anything paper based – notes regardless as to what they 

are about
– Money!
– Anything at all – anywhere on your body

• You must leave all your possessions (see above) at the 
front of the examination room BEFORE the exam starts

24



EXAM GUIDELINES
• The only things you are allowed MUST be on the desk you 

are sitting at

• Writing instruments
– Pens, pencils, ruler, eraser (calculator in some exams when told 

you need them)

• Student ID cards – QM and NCU

• Drink

• NO pencil cases on your desk

• NO food 

• You will sign a statement that you understand the exam 
regulations and will agree to them  
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The important messages
• You now have to sign a declaration at the start 

of exam periods
• You are not allowed ANYTHING in your 

pockets during an exam
• You will get caught if you cheat
– And this is noted on your student record
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Your exam structure
• MCQ

– Multiple choice questions
• SAQ

– Short answer questions

• In Year 3
– MCQs
– Essays
– Problem based questions
– Case studies
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MCQs
• Normally single best answers
– Choose ONE from FIVE
– IF you choose more than one, you will score 0

• Occasionally True/False paper
– But this may have negative marking (-0.25)

• This is SECTION A
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SAQs, Essays, PBQs, Case studies
• Remember these are more challenging exams then 

your Chinese exams – they are in English!
• Sections B and C – other types of questions
• NORMALLY answer 
– ONLY ONE question from section B
– ONLY ONE question from section C 

• If you answer two questions in ONE section, the first 
will be marked only.

• IF you change your mind, strike through the question 
you DO NOT want marked R
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Completing your student details
• MCQ answer sheet – the pink sheet
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Completing your student details
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Completing your student details
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Completing your student details section A
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Completing your student details section B+C
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