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Law is boring. We don’t 
understand what patent is.About the Audience

How is it applicable to us? 

What is the process when we start 
working and want to protect our 

design?What is the difference between 
the design rights and patents?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Meet the Team and
our Mystery Item

Welcome to Patent Law

Let's look at the patent





What is Intellectual Property?

Intellectual property (IP) refers to creations of the mind, such as 
inventions; literary and artistic works; designs; and symbols, names and 
images used in commerce.

• TRADE MARKS:

• COPYRIGHTS:

PATENTS

• A trademark is a mark that distinguishes your business from 
those of other traders. 

Copyright is a type of intellectual property that 
protects original works of authorship as soon as an 
author fixes the work in a tangible form of expression.

DESIGN RIGHTS





Our Structure – What to Expect 
1.What? 

2.Why? 

3.When? 

4.Who? 

5.How? 

6.So what? 

7.Then what?

What is a patent? What can be patented, what cannot?

Why do engineers/companies apply for a patent? 

When can you apply for a patent? What are the requirements? 

Who can apply for a patent? Who owns it? Do you need help?

How do you apply for a patent? What is the process? How much 
does it cost?

You applied for a patent, what do you need to do now?

You are granted a patent, then what? How to make money?



WIPO’s Patent Picks
Device for Moistening the Adhesive Coating on Postage Stamps and Envelopes (1981)
 

Do you like sending handwritten letters but dislike the taste of envelope and postage stamp glue? In 
1981, Donald B. Poynter patented a solution: “an apparatus for moistening the adhesive coating on a 
postage stamp, envelope or the like”. The device features a plunger that lifts “an absorbant applicator 
from the liquid and passes the applicator through an opening in the side of the enclosure”. And, of 
course, function meets form for this device: “the applicator may be in the form of a human tongue and 
the closure may be in the form of a human lip”. Now that’s a clever hack!



WIPO’s Patent Picks
TV Control Device (1976)

 

This TV control device, patented by Chris Michaels in 1976, allows you to change channels, adjust 
volume and more from the comfort of your sofa. Resembling a pool cue, the rod is of “variable 
adjustable length” and “considerably less expensive than its electrical and electronic 
counterparts, and functions efficiently” – the patent explains. And it’s for sure easier to find than a 
misplaced classic remote control.



WIPO’s Patent Picks
Beerbrella (2003)
 

Nothing is worse than a lukewarm beer (or soft drink) on a hot summer day – or any day for that matter. And 
who said umbrellas are only for humans? Inventors Mason Schott McMullin, Robert Bell and Mark Andrew 
See obviously agreed, patenting a unique beverage accessory. Their invention features a small umbrella 
“which may be removably attached to a beverage container in order to shade the beverage container from 
the direct rays of the sun”. Practical and stylish!



Beware Who You Talk To…

Novelty



Try it with your colleagues, with your 
friends, with Eliza or rehearse it  by 

yourself!

Dress rehearsal

How to test the interac

Include the interactivity exercise to your 
script before sending a draft to qLegal 

and to the solicitor!
• How to land the exercise
• How to ask the questions

• How to answer the questions

Solicitor review



Our Workshop Script





Patents promote innovation and help develop new 
products.

Patents attract investors. 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4fsERN4Q7o 

Monopolising the market: Using, making and selling 
their product or method of use exclusively.

Why Do We Apply For a Patent?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4fsERN4Q7o





What to consider while deciding to share your 
secrets with the public?
Trade secrets v. Patents 

1.How easy is to detect the invention? (reverse 
engineering and detectability)

2.How likely is it to get a patent? Is it patentable? 
(Patentability)

3.What is your intention for your invention? Do you 
want to sell it? Is licensing something that you are 
looking for? 



WHY DO ENGINEERS APPLY FOR A PATEN









Enforceability of IP
I own a patent, then what?

•  Patent is a negative right – restrict others from using your 
invention 

•  Oppose infringement and take action 
Commercialisation of IP
•  Who? The owner of the right 
•  Why? Have a control over your invention & to monetise  
•  How? 
⚬ Develop and sell your products/services. 
⚬ Enter into agreements. 
⚬ Use it as an asset for your transactions. 



The Assignor hereby assigns to the Assignee, absolutely with full title guarantee, all its 
right, title and interest in and to the Patents, and in and to all and any inventions 
disclosed in the Patents….

Assignor - Assignee



The Licensor hereby grants to the Licensee an [exclusive OR sole OR non-exclusive] 
licence under the Patents [and the Licensed Know-how] [in the Field of Use] to 
manufacture, use, and sell or otherwise supply, Licensed Products in the Territory.

Licensor - Licensee



A Kiddee case (left) and a Trunki case.

Trunki v. Kiddee



Design Rights Patents 

Protects aesthetics, the look and feel of a 
product. 

Protects function. 

The application process for registering 
the design is quicker and would take few 

days. 

The application process takes few years. 

The requirements are not strict: the 
design must be new.  

The invention must be new, inventive 
and non-obvious. 

Let’s compare 



Activity time
Car 

Identify patentable inventions and designs. A prize will be awarded to 
the team with the most correct designs and patentable inventions.






This point can be 
improved.

It wouldn’t work well 
because...

If I was in the audience,
 I would feel...

This worked well because...



• The audience doesn’t  have a law 
background

Possible Challenges

Your Interactivity Idea

• Including a discussion of a case

Ideas
• Simplify the story and ask their 

expert opinion

Solutions
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