
Module title: Colonial power and desire: Narratives of Dissent in Portugal and Brazil 

Module code: POR4036 

Credit value: 15 

Level: 4 

Pre-requisite modules:  

 

Content Description 

In this module you will study a range of texts problematising sexual, religious and racial domination 

within the context of the Portuguese Empire, starting with the epic The Lusiads  (Camões, 1570). Desire 

in the epic will find a vocal expression in the report to the King of Portugal by the scribe of the first 

Portuguese expedition to Brazil (1500). Brazil’s natives’ oral narratives cast into film will later be seen to 

confront rape and religious imposition whilst the African slaves’ agency against racial domination will 

surface in their testimonials embedded in biographies. A critique of the land concentration model, 

prominent in   Raised from the Ground, a novel by the Portuguese Nobel Prize José Saramago, in turn, 

will find a vivid visual deployment in Brazilian Sebastião Salgado's photography. The agency of both 

slaves and the dispossessed will be seen to play out in the narratives of two major social movements in 

Brazil today: the quilombola’s and the landless rural workers’. All texts are available in English and 

Portuguese. 

 

Module Aims 

1. To give students a basic understanding of the culture of Portugal and Brazil in the historical contexts 

of Empire and colonisation. 

2. To give students an understanding of the Portuguese Empire and its impact on Brazilian history and 

culture from the 16th century to our days.  

3.To give students an understanding of challenges to empire and land concentration model within 

Portugal itself, including by major writers such as Camões and Saramago.  

4. To give students an understanding of narrative agency by the powerless.  

5. To give students an understanding of foundational texts and of important oral narratives ior  the 

transmission of historical memory across generations. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Academic Content: 

A1 Analyse visual, written and oral texts as historical documents. 

A2 Discuss the relation between the historical past and its impact on today's social movements. 

A3 Understand the role of religion, desire and race in imperial projects. 

A4 Understand narrative agency by the powerless. 

A5 Understand possession and dispossession. 

 

Disciplinary Skills – able to: 

B1 Demonstrate an understanding of cultural criticism. 

B2 Demonstrate interpretive skills related to contrasting historical perspectives. 

B3 Define the relation between the texts discussed in class and cultural history. 

B4 Develop a capacity to engage with material in its original language, using linguistic skills 

commensurate with the CEFR level appropriate for a level 4 module. 



 

Attributes: 

C1 Engage critically with knowledge. 

C2 Clarity of communication. 

C3 Research capacity. 

 

Activity Hours 

Activity Type Time spent (hours) 

Lecture 11 

Seminar 11 

Guided independent study 128 

Total 150 
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