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Access to submitted outputs

Part 3 Section 3: Impact template 
and case studies (REF3a/b)

Definition of impact for the REF

includes

includes

excluded
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excluded. 

included

Submission requirements for impact

A completed impact template (REF3a): 

Impact case studies (REF3b):

.

Impact template (form REF3a)

6 The end of the period for the underpinning research (31 December 2013) extends beyond the end of the period for the impact (31 July 2013). 
This is to align with the end of the publication period for outputs, and recognises that research may have had impact prior to the publication of 
the outputs. Also, the start of the period for underpinning research may be extended, exceptionally, to 1 January 1988 for some UOAs. Any such 
exceptions will be published in the panel criteria and working methods documents.
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Impact case studies (form REF3b)

Number of case studies in a submission

studies.

Table 1: Number of case studies required in submissions

Number of Category  Required number of case 
A staff submitted (FTE) studies

Up to 14.99 2

15 – 24.99 3

25 – 34.99 4

35 – 44.99 5

45 or more  6, plus 1 further case study 

per additional 10 FTE

not

Eligibility definitions for case studies
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Case study submission requirements (form REF3a) 

Part 3 Section 4: Environment data 
(REF4a/b/c)

Research doctoral degrees awarded 

(REF4a)
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7 These are students returned in the HESA Student Record whose qualification awarded is recorded as ‘Doctorate degree obtained 
primarily through advanced supervised research written up as a thesis/dissertation’ or as a ‘New Route PhD’ (currently identified as 
codes ‘D00’ and ‘D01’ respectively in the QUAL field).


