Politics and Gender: The Case of Afghanistan
Seminar Guide

Item on Afghan women
Briefly discuss what items students brought in that depict Afghan women. Ask them why they were drawn to the item. 
· See if and how these items can be linked to the theme/topics we cover in the seminar.

Representations of Afghan women
What are the dominant ways Afghan women are portrayed? This corresponds to the themes I outlined in the lecture: chadari, agency, education, rescue, etc. Discuss the relevance and importance of these themes, especially chadari and education. 

Relevance of representations
Why should we take representations seriously? Stress the role of hegemonic discourses, the creation of ‘truth’ about a people, and the dangers of such hegemonic discourses being mobilised, e.g., in the War on Terror/invasion of Afghanistan. Stressed in both Cloud and Manchanda. 

Challenging representations
· What types of narratives does Cloud say the dominant representations of Afghan women produce? Construction of binaries, clash of civilisations and white man’s burden. What are these, and why are they important?
· Manchanda focuses on the creation of binaries also. What does she say about the types of binaries that are created? In fixing Afghan women’s identities, Western women are created in opposition. Stress the role of race here: white feminists’ involvement with the War on Terror. 
· What is the role of Afghan men in representations of Afghan women? Manchanda discusses this. 
· What is the problem of depicting Afghan women (and men) in such a way (and in creating white Western women in opposition?) Reduces complexity and obscures the global structures and connections of patriarchy while also perpetuating racist and gendered narratives that negatively impact the women who are alleged to be ‘saved’ (and the men they are saved from). 
· Manchanda discusses Orientalism (and Cloud briefly mentions it also, though it is implied throughout); what is this?
· Manchanda discusses teleological narratives. What is this? 

Representations of Afghan women today
Focusing on the videos they had to see (the BBC and CNN ones), to what extent do representations of Afghan women today reproduce the representations we’ve discussed and critiqued? 

Going forward
How can we discuss Afghan women and their lives, especially in the context of the Taliban, without reproducing these representations? 	
