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COM5207 Madness Past and Present

This module examines how madness has been constructed and represented in western culture from the late Middle Ages to the twenty-first century.

It looks at the medical and popular notions of madness prevailing at crucial historical moments, and analyses the ways in which the main themes

related to madness (fragmentation, folly, lovesickness, alienation, melancholy, delusion, derangement) have been explored and exploited in a wide

selection of genres, such as autobiography, diary writing, the novel, the short story, epic poetry, theatre and film.

Extracts from Hippocrates and Galen (HANDOUTS PROVIDED IN SEMINAR/ON QM+) This module examines how madness has been constructed

and represented in western culture from the late Middle Ages to the twenty-first century. It looks at the medical and popular notions of madness

prevailing at crucial historical moments, and analyses the ways in which the main themes related to madness (fragmentation, folly, lovesickness,

alienation, melancholy, delusion, derangement) have been explored and exploited in a wide selection of genres, such as autobiography, diary writing,

the novel, the short story, epic poetry, theatre and film.
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