COMFRE6006 Week 11: Activity on La Chanson de Roland

—Task—
Complete two opening laisses of a creative response to laisses 20–27 of La Chanson de Roland. You are not bound by a particular metre, nor are you required to include assonance/rhyme etc. (though you may wish to), but you should present your work as verse. The objective of the exercises is to explore this section’s constituent events, ideas, themes and narrative techniques. You should follow these steps: 

— Preliminary reading —
1. Reread laisses 20-27 (available as pdf on QMplus if required) 

—Preliminary analysis —
2. Which are the key events in this passage? 
3. What are the key themes/ideas covered in this passage?
4. Which narrative techniques strike you as important in this passage? (e.g. aspects of characterization, treatment of narrative time, focalization, narrative levels, speech/thought representation etc.)
5. Which critical readings of the play would be useful to your analysis? (you may not have covered enough secondary literature to answer this yet!)

— Creative preparation —
6. Which constituent events will you cover in your creative rewriting of the scene? 
7. Which ideas or themes will you seek to explore in your creative rewriting? 
8. Which narrative techniques will you seek to develop/change? 

—Creative response—
9. Write two laisses of a creative rewriting of this section of the poem. You are not obliged to keep the same order of events or narrative focus of the original text, but your piece should be directly inspired by the original extract. FRE6006 students should write theirs in French. 
— Reflection —
10. How did you find this activity? What did your creative response allow you to explore? What did it teach you about the original text? Write a few sentences of reflection to conclude the activity. 

Please upload your writing from both activities to this week’s wiki and I will provide feedback. 

